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UNCLAS JOHANNESBURG 2401 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINS, PINT, SF 

SUBJECT: SOWETO TEACHERS THREATEN TO RESIGN 

REF: JOHANNESBURG 2271 

1 . SUMMARY: SOWETO SCHOOL SITUATION REMAINS IN FERMENT AS UP TO 600 
SOWETO TEACHERS CLAIMED TO HAVE RESIGNED AFTER SEVERAL MASS 
MEETINGS OF SOWETO TEACHERS. MEANWHILE, A FEW MORE STUDENTS 
HAVE REGISTERED ALTHOUGH THE GAP BETWEEN NUMBERS REPORTED BY 
NEWSPAPER SURVEYS AND BANTU EDUCATION CLAIMS IS WIDENING. END SUMMARY. 


2. THE SOWETO SCHOOL SITUATION IS ONE OF TURMOIL AND CONFUSION AS 
TEACHERS AND STUDENTS CLAIM TO BE BOYCOTTING THE TAKEOVER OF 
SOWETO SECONDARY SCHOOLS BY THE DEPARTMENT OF BANTU EDUCATION. 

VERY FEW STUDENTS APPEAR TO HAVE REGISTERED ALTHOUGH IT IS STILL 
FAR FROM CLEAR WHETHER THIS BOYCOTT IS GENUINELY ORGANIZED OR A 
PRODUCT OF THE CHARGED EMOTIONALISM AND CONFUSION THAT HAS PREVAILED 
SINCE THE SAG MOVE WAS ANNOUNCED. THE TEACHER " RESIGNATIONS" 

HAVE ALSO NOT ENTIRELY BEEN DEMONSTRATED TO BE FOR REAL AS THE 
TEACHERS HAVE APPOINTED A COMMITTEE TO INVESTIGATE THE 
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"LEGAL IMPLICATIONS" OF THEIR NEW STATUS UNDER BANTU EDUCATION 
AND REPORT BACK IN A WEEK. 

3. COMMENT: EVERYBODY IS NOW CLEARLY ON THE BANDWAGON IN THE 
DRIVE AGAINST BANTU EDUCATION BUT WHEN THE EMOTIONALISM SUBSIDES 
AND THE ECONOMIC FACTS OF LIFE ARE STARING THE TEACHERS IN THE 
FACE, THERE MAY BE SOME RETRENCHMENT. 
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